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The President’s Letter

Steady Progress, Before and After Hurricane Matthew
Greetings to all of our friends and supporters. As you see

donations will allow us to operate the clinic

in this newsletter, much has been happening in Haiti and

through 2016 and into 2017.

at HOM. Here are some highlights:

Baryѐ Fѐ – In September, the Baryѐ Fѐ school

Hurricane Matthew damage - We are thankful that

welcomed a new class of 7th graders who joined

October’s Hurricane Matthew did not severely

the

damage our partner MICECC’s four campuses in

approximately 100 students enrolled. Over the

the Port-au-Prince area.

There was flooding in

summer the students helped to clear an area for

the communities we work with but the campuses

a soccer field and donors have made possible a

suffered no significant damage.

basketball court that is nearing completion.

School classes

rising

8th

graders;

there

are

now

resumed within a week.
Hurricane

Matthew

relief

-

HOM

provided some immediate food relief
to assist those in the communities we
serve whose lives and businesses were
disrupted.

HOM plans to work with

MICECC to provide relief efforts in
southwestern Haiti.
include

funding

Tentative plans

reconstruction

of

homes and churches.
Cité

Soleil

Classrooms – Two new

classrooms were completed in August
just

in

time

to

welcome

the

Pre-kindergarten children file into their new classrooms in Cité Soleil

Pre-

kindergarten students in September.

Thanks to

our donors we were able to build these much
needed classrooms to handle the expanding
enrollment in Cité Soleil.

We continue to raise

funds to build two more classrooms for the fall of
2017 as well as a flexible meeting space on the
second floor.

Jobs development and training – I am excited that
we continue to increase our focus on job
development and job training. We are working
on a number of efforts that we believe will lead
towards self-sustainment in these communities
served.
Pastor and staff travel – If you are interested in

Cité Soleil clinic funding – We thank our donors for

having one of the Haitian pastors, Nadege Gay or

their generous financial support in response to our

Bill McGinley, visit your church, please email

appeals to help fund clinic operations. Your

Continued next page
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Steady Progress, Continued from page 1

Dennis Moneyhon at pastortravel@haitiom.org
Typically we schedule visits six months to 18 months
ahead due to demand, so we appreciate your
patience.
Among our top financial needs are funds to complete the
Cité Soleil classrooms and meeting space, long-term
funding for the Cité Soleil clinic, and the second Baryѐ Fѐ
building. Please continue to keep HOM, MICECC and the
people of Haiti in your prayers.
We wish you a joyous holiday.
Blessings,
Partial completion of the Cité Soleil classrooms

Christopher Northup
President

3-year-olds in their new Cité Soleil classroom

Secondary School students at the Baryѐ Fѐ campus

Continuing education students in the computer lab in Cité Soleil
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A Light in the Darkness
For many families, HOM’s Cité Soleil
School is a ray of hope in a grim
environment
By an HOM board member who conducted this interview
through interpreter Nadege Gay
Marie Bennette is a single mother of three who lives in Cité
Soleil. She has lived here since she was 16 years old, when
a concerned cousin brought her from the country in an
effort to improve her living conditions and provide her an
education. Too young to realize the importance of formal
learning, she soon left school and so began a life of
extreme poverty. Madam Bennette is a member of the
Cité Soleil church and regularly attends with her children.
Her middle child, Marverck, is a student in our Cité Soleil
school.
Marverck Isaiah Bennette is 11 years old and currently in
the 6th grade class. He is preparing to advance to our new
Secondary School, Baryè Fè.
Marverck started school in
the HOM system as a
preschooler at the age of 3.
He likes math class and is just
beginning to learn English.
His preference is, however, to
be on the soccer field as
often as possible. Marverck
loves soccer! He is much like
any 11-year-old when it
comes to household chores.
Asked whether he helps his
mother around the house,
Madam Bennette casts him a questioning look and
reminds him of the tasks yet to be completed today.
When Marverck was in third grade, the school performed
an evaluation of the students’ dreams and aspirations.
When asked what he wanted most, Marverck responded “a
job” and when pressed further he said he would like to
have a job so he could buy a bag of cereal. Today, he says
he has three potential career aspirations: either a doctor
so he can help people, a banker or a pastor. Marverck says
that with a good career he will be in a position to help his
mother and his brothers.
Asked how we could pray for him, Marverck asks us to pray
that he will grow big and strong, finish university, and be
able to protect his family—a sentiment shared by his
mother. Madam Bennette speaks of the fear she has
sending her children out into the community. There is
nowhere to hide when the trouble starts she says. Often
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there is shooting, and knowing her children must walk to
and from school is very unsettling. When she can, she
works in a factory for minimum wages. The shift is 12
hours long and that leaves the three children unattended
for long periods of time.
Marverck’s brothers are 6 and
13 years old, and that is too
young to be left alone in Cité
Soleil.
While Marverck atends the
Cité
Soleil
School,
his
brothers
each
attend
different schools.
Madam
Bennette wishes her two
other children were in the
Cité Soleil School with their
brother.
She notes the
difference between a Christian school and the other two
programs—both because of the Christian foundation and
an obvious difference in the quality of education. Madam
Bennette would prefer to send her other two children to
the Cité Soleil School but realizes they are too far behind
in curriculum ever to make the change.
A second difference she mentions is in the way the
schools handle tuition. (At Cité Soleil the parents pay a
very small portion of tuition and our generous partner
sponsors donate the balance.) The Cité Soleil School is
very clear up front what it will cost and there are no addon costs. If you have trouble with a payment they will

work with you over time to catch up, she says. The other
two schools have many add-on costs that arise, and if you
can’t pay promptly they will simply dismiss the child and
refuse to let him return until full payment is made. It’s a
real problem when they dismiss her 6-year-old child and
send him out into this dangerous neighborhood not
knowing if anyone is at home to receive him.
Madam Bennette is grateful for the school’s underContinued next page
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Light in Darkness, Continued from page 3

standing of a single mother’s plight in Cité Soleil. Often
the only meal Marverck receives for the day is the lunch
prepared at the Cité Soleil School. Her two other sons
receive no food at their school and if it were not for the
generosity of the Cité Soleil School sending food home
with Marverck, his brothers would have little to eat. The
interpreter for this article informed the writer that this
family was one that was eating the mud cakes that are so
prevalent in Cité Soleil. These are made with dirt from the
mountains mixed with lard and dried by the sun on burlap
in the street and sold to people to stave off their hunger.

When asked if she would like for Marverck to go to
University, Madam Bennette looks shocked and asks the
interpreter “Is that really a question or is he joking?” She
responds by saying it is her prayer he will finish school and
find a job that will provide for him and his family.
Asking Madam Bennett how we can pray for her, she
responds, “Pray for my family to find a safe place to live.
With all the shooting it is a dangerous place to be sending
children out to school and in the neighborhood. The
violence is very frightening.”
From the HOM Board:
The school in Cité Soleil is a vital necessity to the community
and we are very fortunate and thankful to have full
enrollment there. We must make room for incoming
students so we are adding additional classrooms to
accommodate the advancement of the 4th and 5th graders for
the next two years. We are in desperate need of completing
the new classrooms and would ask for you to prayerfully
consider supporting the construction.
To give go to
www.HaitiOM.org and click Donate Now, select Cité Soleil
Classrooms. You may also Text “GIVE” to (234)386-1043 or
mail your support to P. O. Box 71042, Durham, NC 27722,
Reference Cité Soleil Classrooms.

Haiti Outreach Ministries Has a New Vision Statement.
THE

HAITI OUTREACH MINISTRIES IS TO DEVELOP SELF-SUSTAINING
COMMUNITIES THAT GLORIFY GOD AND NURTURE HOPE FOR TOMORROW.

VISION OF

CHRISTIAN

While our purpose is to continue to Share the Gospel,
grow these communities, and plant new church
communities, it is our dream to see these
communities become independent and thriving
through partnering with friends throughout the US
and Canada to bring employment to every needy
family we serve.
We have already begun
conversations with a few organizations interested in
joining us in this endeavor, and hope to begin
discussions early next year with business people
associated with our many church partners who could
greatly assist us in our efforts to bring this hope to
the communities we together serve.
This vision offers real and unique opportunities for
partners to celebrate God’s grace in their life, share
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the resources, gifts, and talents He has given them,
and measurably impact His work in Haiti. While
growing authentic cross-cultural Christian friendships
with brothers and sisters living in this destitute thirdworld country less than two hours from Miami, we
believe our partners will experience a life of faith more
abundant as they experience firsthand, the lasting life
changes their involvements can make.
We invite all of our friends to explore with us how
your lives can bear great fruit for the Kingdom of God.
Learn more about how you can make wonderful use
of your gifts by calling Bill McGinley, our
Advancement Director at: 910-849-1280.
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The Cité Soleil Clinic: ‘An Oasis in the Desert’
In a conversation with an HOM board member, Dr. Etienne Quency, Medical Director MICECC Clinic talks
about the clinic and explains why it is vital to maintain a full time Haitian medical staff there.
Q. What called you to Cité Soleil to practice medicine?
A. In 2010 when Samaritan’s Purse came to Haiti after the
earthquake,
I
began
working with them to
assist patients with severe
lacerations
and
amputations. When they
partnered with HOM
ministry in Cité Soleil I
came with them to work
in the old clinic. In 2012 I
was
given
the
opportunity
to
join
Samaritan’s
Purse
in
Honduras to assist with
Dr. Etienne Quency, Medical
medical
community
Director MICECC Clinic
education in very poor
areas of the country.
While there I thought of Cité Soleil and realized how
community health education could have a significant
impact there. This was the foundation of our educational
approach to medicine in the Cité Soleil clinic and it created
a sense of calling in my heart. My father is a preacher and I
grew up in a Christian home. I felt a need to return to Cité
Soleil. Although other positions have been offered, the
impact of our programs and the medical care we provide
reinforce my desire to stay and serve here. We are making
a difference in the lives of so many in need.
Q. Have you seen a difference in the health of the
community since HOM began staffing a full-time
Haitian medical team?
A. There was a significant improvement realized with the

arrival of Samaritan’s Purse after the earthquake in 2010.
Although HOM was receiving volunteer medical teams and
their contributions were desperately needed, they were
sporadic and there could be large gaps between teams.
Samaritan’s Purse provided ongoing staffing for the clinic
for the four years following the earthquake. After that
organization’s planned departure in 2014, HOM hired the
Haitian medical staff to maintain the consistent availability
of medical care. Our staff has instituted an intentional
health education component to our care and it is beginning
to have a significant impact in the community.
Q. Can you tell us more about what you are doing to
educate the community regarding their healthcare?
A. We not only treat the patients, we attempt to educate
them on health-conscious behavior. A primary example of
this is prenatal care. Previously the pregnant women in
Cité Soleil would do little to prepare and care for the
development of their babies, and most gave birth at home.
Only when a serious issue arose would they find their way
to the clinic. We are now doing prenatal care and
educating the patients to plan on having the baby in the
hospital. This is a priority because you never know who will
assist with the home birth. There are no structured midwife
options in Cité Soleil. It could be a grandmother or the
baby’s sibling- it is unpredictable. An example: one mother
was expecting twins some time prior to our education
program. One of the babies was delivered at home as had
been the custom but the second baby would not deliver.
The mother finally came to the clinic, but it was too late for
the second twin. Being able to identify a potential problem
early makes all the difference. We have worked diligently
to educate the community in this area. Now, because of
the full-time medical coverage and our efforts at education,
we are seeing many fewer of these unfortunate situations.
Q. What is the greatest challenge you face regarding
medical care in Cité Soleil?

Dr. Quency spending time with patients
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A. Flooding is a big problem in Cité Soleil. We are in a
constant flood zone. The waters come and bring an
increase in malaria and dysentery. These are ongoing
issues. Medically, these are treatable diseases. A patient
will come into the clinic with a severe situation and we do
our examination. It is determined that it can be treated
successfully with the proper medications. However it is the
end of the month and there are no medications left for
distribution. All I am able to do is write a prescription
knowing full well there is no possible way the patient can
Continued next page
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Clinic, Continued from page 5

afford to fill it. Thus, curable ailments develop into far
more difficult and sometimes fatal illnesses.
It is
unsettling to have a patient with acute needs, knowing
what we must do to address them and unable to respond
effectively
due to the
fact
we
are out of
t
h
e
necessary
medicine.
Q.
How
do
you
handle
the more serious medical issues that come to the
clinic?
A. We will refer patients to a hospital based on their
ailment, financial capacity and distance from the clinic.
Each hospital has limits on its ability to address certain
medical issues. Also, prior to dispatching a patient we
must first call the hospital we select to see if they will
accept the patient. For the more serious issues we
actually use a hospital that is further away because they
maintain higher quality of care. The patient will incur
several fees and charges at this hospital; even oxygen has
a charge. The government hospital is closer but the
patient will be given prescriptions for any medical items
necessary and again be unable to fill the prescription.
One benefit of the government hospital is that there is no
charge for a baby’s delivery.
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here. It is a blessing for the entire area as well as our
other campuses where we visit regularly. Cité Soleil is the
poorest community in the western hemisphere and a
large number of people are here today because of this
clinic.
A
simple IV can
save
lives,
and it has.
We thank you
all for your
support
of
the
clinic.
May
God
bless you.
Please help us
help
the
people of Haiti.

A visiting HOM medical team volunteer

If you feel the call to support the work being done in the
Cité Soleil clinic, please go to www.haitiom.org and select
Donate Now and select Cité Soleil Med Clinic Meds and
Supplies. Or TEXT “GIVE” to (234)386-1043. If you prefer
to mail a contribution, send your gift to P. O. Box 71042,
Durham, NC 27722, and notate Clinic Staff in the memo
section.
Why I Support, Continued from page 7
or a copayment for a visit to the Cité Soleil clinic. This
practice honors the dignity of those we serve. It is an
important part of the programs offered through the HOM

Q. In addition to treating the patients’ physical needs,
how are you addressing their spiritual needs?

ministry.

A. Many people in Cité Soleil believe in voodoo. Even
members of the church have beliefs that are hard to
dispel. They will sometimes use voodoo remedies to
address an illness. This often results in a condition’s
becoming more serious due to a delay in treatment.
Rubbing lime across the abdomen to heal stomach
issues, placing lace around a toe to eliminate diarrhea
and wearing a necklaces made with animal teeth for
other types of ailments are common. At the clinic we not
only offer proven medical remedies; we use our
treatment of the illness to demonstrate the love of Jesus.
We have an opportunity to educate our patients and
dispel some of these old beliefs.

been blessed to know my Haitian colleagues and make

Q. Do you have anything else you would like to share
with our partners in ministry?

the opportunity to visit I would highly encourage you to

A. This Cité Soleil clinic is an oasis in the middle of the
desert. Many lives have been saved because our clinic is

tremendous impact of your faithful giving.
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Through my involvement with the Haitian ministry I have
many friends. They have shown me what it means to
have faith and trust in God in even the most desperate
circumstances.

Our brothers and sisters embody this

trust every day. This in turn has strengthened my own
faith.
This is why I became involved with HOM and why I have
continued to support HOM and the Haitian ministry for
more than 15 years. I am grateful for the opportunity to
serve and hope to continue for many years. I encourage
you and your friends to do the same. If you have not had
do so. You will be blessed to see firsthand the
Chris
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Why I Support HOM

on projects ranging from evangelism to medicine to

By Christopher Northup

and in continuing to work with Leon and Jacky, I realized

education to computer technology. From this experience

I am sure that each of you has a story of how you first
became involved with supporting HOM and the Haitian
ministry in Haiti and why you continue to support this
amazing ministry.

So I’d like to share how I became

involved.

how special their work truly is-- in Cité Soleil, Terre Noire,
Repatriote and Baryѐ Fѐ. It is exceptional because they
are passionate about what they bring and because they
want and expect the best from those they serve.
example,
school

I first traveled to Haiti in 2000 with my daughter Amanda,
then in 7th grade, on an intergenerational team from

Jacky’s

doesn’t

just

teach children so they
can complete primary

White Memorial Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, NC. We

school,

were looking for a mission opportunity that could involve

encourages them to

both my daughter and me. During this first trip and

dream

successive trips we worked alongside Pastor Leon and

are exposed to the

learned about the work he and his wife Jacky were doing

possibility of being a

in Cité Soleil.

physician, an attorney,

Given the extreme poverty in this
which has always

their

parents

been

went

to

even by Haiti, it
was

impressive

that

a

well-

attended

church

(at times up to
3,000
Sunday!)

on

a

and

a

primary school operating at the highest educational level
in Port-au-Prince were both flourishing. It was an oasis in
many

would

consider

an

economic

and

environmental wasteland.
The Cité Soleil campus with its church, school and clinic
was an affirmation to me (and to the community) that
God was truly at work with the impoverished and often
forgotten people of Cité Soleil. Over time I came to
realize these trips were opportunities to be involved as a
ministry of presence. And, as many of you have
experienced, they are opportunities to grow in faith and
in love for the Haitian people.
Since 2001 I have also worked with Bonnie Elam’s The
Haiti Connection. Bonnie and I have had the opportunity
to learn about and partner with hundreds of groups in
Haiti. We share knowledge and best practices, and work
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higher.

a

by the world and

what

but

neighborhood,
neglected

For

They

diplomat--even

if

never

school

or

couldn’t read or write!
Leon and Jacky’s ministry is grounded in their strong faith
and trust that God will provide as needed for his precious
children.

They do their best and never lower their

expectations because of the poverty or lack of resources.
Their commitment, love, joy and enthusiasm are clearly
evident in what one sees at the various campuses, as it
affects all who work with them. Leon and Jacky, Profaite,
Luc, Jean Charles and Nadege set the example for love
and service.
We continue to see the poverty and daily challenges
faced by those in Cité Soleil and other areas. However,
despite dire conditions, I feel encouraged and challenged
by our Haitian colleagues to respond to what Jesus
commanded us to do. Supporting HOM brings me joy
knowing that through our efforts people get medical care
in Cité Soleil who otherwise might not have access, and
that our sponsored students can come to school and be
in a safe and nurturing environment.
I have also been impressed by Leon and Jacky’s
philosophy that there is an expectation for those served
to participate in covering a portion of the costs, whether
through a parent’s copayment for a student’s education
Continued on page 6
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Sharing the Gospel with the people of Haiti
through evangelism, education and medical care
in partnership with the Mission Communautaire
de l'Eglise Chrétienne des Cités. (MICECC)
Haiti Outreach Ministries is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

Want to share your photos
and experiences? Email to
media1@haitiom.org

Say AmazonSmile
Just in time for Christmas shopping! Did you know that when you shop with Amazon Smile, the charity
branch of Amazon, a portion of the purchase price is donated to Haiti Outreach Ministries? On your
first visit to AmazonSmile, select Haiti Outreach Ministries to receive your donation before you begin
shopping. AmazonSmile saves your preferences and for every eligible purchase, 0.5% of the purchase
price is donated to us. Use the link below to get started
http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html
For other ideas and ways you can help support our ministries go to “Get Involved” under the “What’s New” tab on our web site:
http://www.haitiom.com/get-involved-2

